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Inaugural LAFR Scholarships
Awarded at GALAA Ceremony The inaugural LA Frontrunners Athletic

Scholarships were awarded at the 3rd Annual
GALAA Scholarship Awards Banquet on June 9.

In conjunction with GALAA, we awarded two $1000
scholarships to one male and one female student-ath-
lete who demonstrated excellence in athletics, aca-
demics, and community involvement.  The Awards
Ceremony honored many LGBT students for their
excellence.  It was an inspirational evening and spe-
cial thanks goes out to LAFR Steve Jimenez (a
GALAA Board Member) who came to us with this idea.

Nancy Alvarez

Nancy came to the US when she was 15 years
old to pursue her dreams, and to escape a diffi-
cult family and social environment that criticized

her for who she was.  With sheer guts and determina-
tion she enrolled in the 10th grade at LA High.  As a
way to assimilate, Nancy joined the swim team and
the school’s gay/straight alliance (GSA).  Both activi-
ties allowed Nancy to grow and excel.  On the swim
team she went from a beginner swimmer to the varisty
squad in two short years.  She also became team co-
captain and excelled in the freestyle and butterfly.

Nancy’s achievements are not limited to the pool.
In addition to the GSA, she has focused on school
programs that emphasize justice in the schools, and
mentoring younger students towards healthy lifestyle
choices.

Upon graduation, Nancy will attend the Culinary
Arts program at LA Trade Tech.  She also plans to fur-
ther her education with a masters’s degree in busi-
ness.

Nancy stated in her application that her greatest
accomplishment will be to prove to her family that she
can succeed without her parent’s support, by being
true to herself, and defending the rights of all people.
Nancy is an exceptional young woman with the rare
combination of intelligence, compassion, and ambition.

-presented by Amy Ross

Luis Aguilar

Luis is a LAFR who graduated from Birmingham HS and is a junior
at UCLA.  Luis is a Geography major with a minor in Geographic
Information Systems and plans to pursue a Ph D in Biogeography.

If you’re like me and have no clue what that means, my interpretation is
he likes rocks & lakes & global warming, etc., and is really, really smart.  

As an athlete, Luis is outstanding.  He started running in middle
school through the Run 4 Fun program.  At Birmingham, Luis devel-
oped into an elite athlete.  He established himself as a standout early
on, winning the frosh/soph LA City Title in the mile during his sopho-
more track season.  Luis qualified for the state meet in cross country
his junior and senior years and qualified for the state track and field
championship meet in the mile as a senior.  Qualifying for the state
meet in CA is a big deal.  The LA basin not only produces the best ath-
letes in CA but also the best athletes in the country.  The qualifying
meets in this region are often more competetive than the actual state
meet so qualifying out of this region is something only the very top ath-
letes are able to do.  At UCLA, Luis added swimming and cycling to his
outstanding running and became a member of the UCLA Triathlon
team.  He joined LA Frontrunners a few years ago and regularly wins
5K/10K races in the LA area (as he did this past weekend by winning
the 10K at the LAFR Pride Run).  I first met Luis in ‘07 at the Shoreline
FR Pride Run.  Luis had on his UCLA Triathlon uniform and destroyed
everyone in the 10K.  I had no idea he was family until a few weeks
later when he joined LAFR and I thought, “Yay!!! He’s one of us!!!”  

It is rare to see a LGBT athlete of Luis’ age and ability competing as
an out athlete.  He is a sterling example of an outstanding student-ath-
lete who is out, confident, and proud.      -presented by Angus Kennedy 


